XPEDX Annual Reports Show

Wednesday, October 17, 2002

3rd Floor of The B.O.B., Grand Rapids, MI


Economically and emotionally, we are in troubled times.  Unemployment is up, the markets crawl upward just to take another hit, and the economic recovery seems to be always “just around the corner”. It is no great wonder, then, that the annual reports, even the selected winning annual reports, this year lied low and refrained from overzealous exuberance.


A number of the winning creative designs this year were photographically based, showing scenes of serenity and happiness, in muted color with soft, comfortable paper choices and a reassuring look.  The more conventional companies had nostalgic designs with stylish ornamentation, while even the edgier, more “hip” companies distilled their messages with clean, crisp designs or full-page illustrative photos.


The works themselves were quite badly presented. The winning pieces were shuffled off into a badly lit corner, in a three-tier row of pedestals which required any prospective viewer to stretch and reach to sample the books, or to walk around behind the exhibit, which I was forced to do. Even once you had the piece in hand, the pitiful lighting at The B.O.B. was barely enough to read the books, much less analyze the color or design.


The main event, it seems, was the paper sample feeding frenzy. A wall-to-wall packed ring of people milled, or were jostled, moved, and excuse-med, rather, to a collection of booths and tables, where XPEDX-sponsored paper merchants gave out samples and interesting trinkets to an ever-growing throng of creatives and interested students.

